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Goo-goo dissent: Common Cause pans even panel

by Jimmy Vielkind

November 29, 2011

Look at panels that are evenly split, argues Common Cause Executive Director Susan Lerner. Think the supercommittee. How spectacular was that failure?

During an interview this morning on “The Capitol Pressroom,” Lerner panned a proposal floated last week by Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver to create and task an eight-member panel with drawing district lines for Congress, the Assembly and Senate.

“I’m concerned. I certainly feel that a better model is the model we find in other states that have commissions, even commissions appointed by the legislature, where you have an odd number,” Lerner said. “I think we have too many examples of equally split commissions that don’t work, from the board of elections to the supercommittee.”

Negotiations over reforming New York’s current redistricting process, handled by LATFOR, a creature of the legislative majorities, are ongoing. Lerner said she’s not party to them, unlike some other good government advocates.

Her stance in this regard continues a split among the groups that first emerged in September.
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